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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-153

Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the General Counsel

Date of Introduction: March 8, 2011

Committee(s) of Reference: R, F

Date of Analysis: March 10, 2011

Type of Action: Approval of legal settlement

Bill Summary: The bill approves a legal settlement in a lawsuit filed by Monroe County (which the City of Jacksonville later joined) against the Priceline.com and other travel booking web sites for failure to collect and remit to the counties the applicable tourist development-related funds believed due and owing to the City for accommodations booked through the web sites.  In exchange for the partial release of claim, the defendants agree to pay the City $376,023.03. The bill authorizes the Mayor and General Counsel to execute appropriate documents to effectuate the settlement.

Background Information: Monroe County (Key West) originally sued Priceline.com in 2009 for an alleged failure to collect and remit tourist development-related funds believed due and owing to the City for hotel rooms booked through the travel web sites. Other Florida counties joined in the suit, including Jacksonville in 2010 when use of outside counsel was authorized by Ordinance 2006-828-E to pursue the City’s interests in the case.

Policy Impact Area: Legal settlement

Fiscal Impact: The settlement will produce $376,023.03 for the City.

Analyst: Clements
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